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Filed for intro on  06/07/2001

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 423
By  Davis L

A RESOLUTION To recognize Roger Thackston on the occasion
of his retirement.

WHEREAS, It is appropriate that the members of this legislative body should honor

those citizens who in their years of work have performed with uncommon devotion and

enthusiasm; and

WHEREAS, Roger Thackston is one such estimable citizen who has served with

acumen, integrity and dedication as the University of Tennessee Agricultural Extension Leader

in Cumberland County for 24 exemplary years, only one year shy of the longevity record

established for the position; and

WHEREAS, Agriculture has always been an important part of Mr. Thackston's life; and

WHEREAS, A native of Smith County, Mr. Thackston earned his Bachelor's degree in

Animal Husbandry from Tennessee Technological University in 1964; he then entered graduate

school at the University of Tennessee and subsequently received a Master's degree in Animal

Husbandry and Meat Science; and

WHEREAS, He was employed by the University of Tennessee's meats lab when the

opportunity to work for the Agricultural Extension Service first arose; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Thackston first secured a job as a 4-H Agent in Macon County; he

worked in this position for eight years before moving to Livingston to serve as a Rural

Development Extension Agent in a pilot program for Overton, Clay and Pickett counties; and
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WHEREAS, In October 1977, Mr. Thackston assumed his present position as the

University of Tennessee Agricultural Extension Leader in Cumberland County, and the rest, as

they say, is history; and

WHEREAS, In this essential position, Mr. Thackston has contributed significantly to the

noble profession of agriculture, and he has served Cumberland County's farmers with the

utmost commitment and ability; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Thackston has kept his finger on the pulse of Cumberland County's

harvests and crop production for 24 years, and he has played an instrumental role in developing

the area's largest agricultural industry, snap beans, and its much deserved reputation as "The

Snap Bean Capital of the World"; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Thackston's duties as the Agricultural Extension Leader for Cumberland

County have been multi-faceted; his responsibilities for rural development have led to the

establishment of close working relationships with civic groups, the Cumberland County Farm

Bureau and the Greater Cumberland County Chamber of Commerce, which he has astutely

served as President; he is presently completing his third term of service on the Chamber's

Board of Directors; and

WHEREAS, This distinguished professional is especially proud of his outstanding work

with the Master Gardener program, and he has also enjoyed a long and successful affiliation

with the Cumberland County Fair, developing the theme "Country Is… " for one year's Fair; and

WHEREAS, One of the proudest moments of Mr. Thackston's career occurred when the

Cumberland County Fair was favorably compared to a Cecil B. DeMille production; and

WHEREAS, In the 1970s and 1980s, Mr. Thackston led Cumberland County's 4-H Land

Judging and Livestock teams to State and National acclaim; he is also active in the annual

chicken-cooking fundraising events to benefit the County's 4-H program; and

WHEREAS, His many professional accomplishments aside, Mr. Thackston is most

appreciative of the love and companionship he shares with Linda, his wife of 36 years, their

children, Paige and Glenn, and their grandchildren, Aidan and EmaLee; and
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WHEREAS, On June 29, 2001, Roger Thackston will trade Cumberland County's

agricultural concerns for the less stressful pursuits of gardening, golf and grandchildren, as he

will take a much deserved retirement; and

WHEREAS, On June 7, 2001, his colleagues hosted a retirement reception in Mr.

Thackston's honor at the Crossville Depot; and

WHEREAS, Throughout his career, Roger Thackston has demonstrated a remarkable

expertise in agriculture and a singular fidelity to duty, winning the unbridled respect and

admiration of his colleagues and the farming community of Cumberland County alike; now,

therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED SECOND GENERAL

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CONCURRING, That we extend to Roger Thackston our heartfelt wishes for a happy and

fulfilling retirement and every continued success in his future endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we thank Mr. Thackston for his meritorious service

to Cumberland County's farmers as their Agricultural Extension Leader and applaud his many

years of hard work and professional excellence.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


